


Mutual respect

« The subject of who Jesus is
has divided Christianity in
history.

« But Christians should
discuss with mutual respect.

— Trinitarians and non-
Trinitarians both respect the
Bible and love Jesus.

— “that all may honor the Son
just as they honor the
Father. Whoever does not
honor the Son does not
honor the Father, who sent
him.” (John 5:23)
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Reasons not to believe in the Trinity

1. Theologians recognise that the idea is a
development of the third and fourth
Centuries

— It was originally established as orthodoxy by
decree not persuasion

— When religious freedom has existed after the
_I?eformation many churches have rejected the
rinity

2. The verses in the Bible which suggest
that Jesus existed before he was born can
also be understood in other ways.

— The plan of God

— The new creation

3. The Bible ascribes only some God-like
attributes to Jesus, it also ascribes other
man-like attributes.

— Jesus is never called God,

— butis in the middle between man and God.

— God cannot be born or die, be tempted, etc.

4. The real Father-Son relationship
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Problems with the text

There is no certain Bible verse
which says Jesus is God,

But there are around 10 Bible
verses which have either
— Disagreement in the old Greek

manuscripts, including some
damaged manuscripts

— Disagreement among translators
Greek into English (and Greek
into Farsi)

There are also problems with
Bible versions which are
paraphrases (easy to read but not
accurate translations)

— Such as translating master

(sarvar) as Lord God
(khodavand).
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POV /TPV/FCB/NMV

POV = Persian Old Version (used in
Turkey)

TPV = Todays Persian Version
(United Bible Society, used in
Germany)

FCB = Farsi Contemporary Bible
(American, paraphrase, often
from English not Greek)

NMV = New Millenium Version
(Elam Ministries, used in the
UK)

. Example of how four Persian
versions treat “lord” in “Sarah
called Abraham Lord” 1 Peter
3:6
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Famous Trinitarian verses

Thomas says “My Lord and my
God” (John 20:28)

— But when the Greek has two “my”

this usually means two people

— “my cousin and my friend” = 2
people

— “my cousin and friend” = 1 person

The Word in John 1:1 is called God

— But Jesus is not identical to the
word.

— See Psalm 33:6 where the word is

not Jesus

— Jesus is the word made flesh
(John 1:14).
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Historical development of the Trinity

220 A.D. Tertullian first mention of Trinity

325 A.D.First General Council at Nicaea,
declared that the Son was from the
beginning of the same nature as the
Father.

381 A.D.Second General Council at
Constantinople, declared that the Holy
Spirit was to be worshipped with the
Father and the Son.

431 A.D.Third General Council at
Ephesus, decreed that Jesus had two
natures, a human and a divine; also that
Mary was the "mother of God", in
opposition to those who maintained that
she was the "mother of Christ".

451 A.D.Fifth General Council at
Chalcedon, decreed that the two natures
in Christ constituted only one Person and
one will.
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The nature of Christ

Because Jesus was
born of a woman, He
had a nature just like
ours. In Hebrews,
chapter 2, verse 17,
we read, "In all things
it behoved Him to be
made like unto His
brethren."

Of course, Jesus was
like us before His
resurrection. After the
resurrection, He was
given a powerful
immortal body.

Because Jesus was
the Son of God, His

character was perfect,

even when He
possessed a weak
human nature.
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A wrong idea

Many people have
neglected the Bible
teaching about God, and
so they have come to
believe in something which
they call "the Trinity". They
tell us that God consist of
three persons, the Father,
the Son and the Holy
Ghost, all equal with each
other. (We shall be
considering the Holy
Ghost, or more correctly,
the Holy Spirit, in the next
lesson.)

The word "Trinity" and the
phrase "God the Son" do
not occur in the Bible.
Indeed, the whole idea is
opposed to Bible teaching.
In the same way that a son
can never be equal with his
father, so Jesus can never
be equal with God. He
never claimed to be, but
depended on His Father
for all things. He said, "The
Son can do nothing of
Himself, but what He seeth
the Father do" (John,
chapter 5, verse 19).
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My father and |

are one

It is true that Jesus once
said, "l and My Father are
one" (John, chapter 10,
verse 30).

But we also speak of being
at one with a person if we
agree perfectly with him.

In this sense, Jesus was
also one with His disciples,
for He prays in John,
chapter 17, verse 21 that,
"...they (the disciples) all
may be one; as Thou,
Father, artin Me, and | in
Thee, that they also may
be one in Us."

Turn to | Corinthians,
chapter 15, and read
verses 24-28. Notice
particularly verse 28, "And
when all things shall be
subdued unto Him, then
shall the Son also Himself
be subject unto Him that
put all things under Him,
that God may be all in all."

This verse tells us that,
even at the end of His
1,000-year reign on earth,
Jesus will be subject to His
Father; and God alone will
be all in all.
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Where did belief in the

Trinity come from? Qdﬁ SS » 1@5 J‘ :.'.S:... < &
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God and men, the

man Christ Jesus." (I W e - "
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The true belief of the @J‘ Ogﬁm Cﬁ&.ﬂt) Jﬁ&ﬁ

First Christians

'l'r,&;t)r(])estles’Creed", J\ Az dl.u: 100 Q gaa AS 6"‘_')\)(‘9»:) SJ..)AG" DR

which was put

together about 100 - e c R 1
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earth; and in Jesus TN -
Christ His only Son RIW ﬂj.m
our Lord, who was .

conceived by the Holy

Ghost, born of the

Virgin Mary."
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The true belief of the A o) bawa il ) Lilde

First Christians

The Apostles’ Creed, certainly an early Creed though its exact date is unknown,
expresses the relationship between Christ and God thus:

"... God the Father Almighty . . . Jesus Christ His only Son . . . conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary . . ." After his resurrection Christ "ascended into heaven,
and sits on the right hand of God the Father Almighty, from whence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead . . ."

This is in complete agreement with what the Bible says. But later creeds show many
additions and a different view.

The Nicene Creed, 325 A.D., declares that Jesus Christ is

"the only begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds . . . God of God,
Very God of Very God, being of one substance with the Father . . . The Holy Ghost with
the Father and Son together is worshipped and glorified . . ."

The Athanasian Creed, of unknown date but certainly in existence soon after 500 A.D.,
is even more emphatic:

"We worship one God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity . . . there is one Person of the

Father, another of the Son, and another of the Holy Ghost. But the Godhead of the

Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all one; the Glory equal, the Majesty

coeternal. The Father uncreate, the Son uncreate, and the Holy Ghost uncreate . . ." All

are declared to be eternal, "yet they are not three eternals, but one eternal”. The Creed

_(I:_oncludes with the ominous statement: "He that will be saved must think thus of the
rinity.".



CBM40-16

S 4 T

[T [T RN IO TTRNPIPTICIL W S . R T Se (ot [ 1O IS SYRENES RO X M. TWFY I PR Y. TPIPL STIRE G IR e
hﬁl""-._.'—‘..i'lq_r‘-_'—"_!r"'—“‘l'_i I_,_--q__l._..q..l.n_!.A__J_gL..- al iy il L5 A sl ‘—'J'H—"FI"“—'_;..?' _!J._‘l ._-n.A_..:_!l.-._...-q__L_,gl_;-__’.E _h_,gl_;-_'njp-ba-

ALTPRTICR N 5 P I TS RS B T oot e 3 Ry amem nag e e Al gt o e ) g g allS e
[I'l'.fﬂur"'l_}lla:hp_glu}u._l_;lj -..."""I Jﬂ.a.-'ud:’a—_’ If' _L.u-j_!l...s:_-l-._l:u:l-l ﬂ_'l.:il_j‘_r:ll.'jl_c_'l‘_rpuﬂll.u. I_._I: |.| "u}g._F"LFJ""_.-q_."J

e G 31 400 e ol B b g L 4y e 4y S ST el sl | |y s g gl pamey g Sl Lt L) ol e g ol i 20,5 5oy

I_;;:.H

Loy "l ol g ol il ol b g s oy it g 45 aglolad b "ol et et S A5 2l Seally o gdg g e SIS
Phad Yl

VT € o TP PN P - S ¥ P [T 6 [ IS SRICHIN P { PRI | TOCI M 6 N IS " 'E_._....u_.....; WAEET FFIR TP PO 3 B f B0y
_,'l.; l_l LI;LEI_,:_Q_LUML'&L#-I_H_‘IM .:l.._u.E-I ul.-_'n_l_;id.'ll.n_n-_;_-ﬂ_-u.l.l Ll'-',‘_g.'l_.l.ﬁ 4 J_ll_..l;'l_l'j.ul_..ll_’a-ﬂln_sl_!_a-_!rﬂﬂn_ |_n_..u.||_'|‘_r-|_||_a- """ll_llh-

::’]IL:_.._EI L:|_:§ l‘_ll.:Jlm Il; I_'._.:L J'_";.".-"'.iuf_l':_'"'.:‘H-j _'-j-l:aj F:'i'l_,l—.'l q_l I_.l._u'- I_I;IL.B ﬂJ._Fjl .l\__n_..'..lI-JJIJ_; I_.l._u'- "'—"'-‘j-qu_ll—i‘:"j-" I.J._;.:' Jl_-.ﬂjl E-:_.-‘ = | L_i.::.f— .J.,i.F_':: it

A et



at ST 25 ol 51 o) (S~ ctliia e g b 5l preams

ootie S UL s o el 3 s ol Sl ) I e 8 gl it B o s e 352 ST e S5 ) e il A5
LS ST, WP SR Y T I-'I.';-.u il Ll 3 bzl plas 5l Las @}Iﬁﬁﬂa}ﬂ.mhgfﬁ.%;f 4 g5

Teaddol ._r,;l'-,' Jal L
@;ﬁmudlﬂgﬁlbh}ﬁiﬂ ...l..:‘_'_..:.n..-l..Jln.l.'- shn 3l 2 @-_,-_;\F;’,-.:AQL;UL.LI:_,.?_;:M#;.L.‘;jl s ad g a0 e

W JORC R | P 1 PE R [PV P P SPRPPRPEY. < PRSI SN SNPIIFO FUCIE SR, TS R B J WY PR X1 PN [F5 TR A NE

£l ool " atls ot 1 3 ke o 3 3l g 53 G a3 plle

dsa aplaSh ool e me Aado L3 e o e ol 4 A S sl | e et 300 0l g e ) e LS Sl ol
ST T8 g1 - ) [T YOS R P . B SRS N b PO D PRCTRC R R S B TIE S e -._;J.L‘,|.J.i.~;.nh__.:c_:_..‘_r..,i.
el b onalin 20V g 8 ARGl gbigast pg00 20 005 0 g S o g e g0 53 A5 0k Bl b plbE T e e

O Y T T ETE T, D Y. SE I PICH Y R gV B
(Y Nl o) ol s Ol ool plowtl o a8l y 2ok il ) g 5 Sir pema D JEL @
Oadi £ hbloasl) st asls il o 18n bl e 2uk @
.F;:-Uniu.:u;ﬂ.ﬂlifl_u”;.h_‘lialﬁﬂjzfj'df_u‘; e pgl bl pa e sge 0 @




Sty gLl oot A8 51 B gt

i 2 = - = .3 .-"f .,—l".— : i _ 8 L . 4 -~

T Ol Vb B g " il gt sl s s e 3] ] g ] iR g sl

..ﬁ_.;_u_,:‘\j“_.-]-lLr?.li]_.-E.:_.-.d.ﬁ_b:LriaL.:L.L:.._:ﬂ.il_’lj__ljc_g_.li}q_!l_,.ud_inn._.rl_f.;‘-_g_!‘:.U;_’_r'-,_._lj.:}-L_rl_ﬁ_;ﬂ.-.hLﬁ'i}l#lgﬁfrlﬁﬂﬂ;;dhwbﬁ
PR PR B JPOr F PP V) PR ISP B £ O A YT Y- ) | PO B I ST | S U PRI W S JEVE B ) PR
e 45 il WY D gl s s eapst aS plis ada £ sl gl Sl s gl palis oS ATy e Sla B st e i il
L L P e L Lt T o B P e e T LRI [P Pt P

ANE o) i

1z candes gy by o3 l_'J-l._;'dl__J.i:.'I: ot Okt IJE_:..L.,,_;li el ol mtls Sy e L .__.LT

el rzs s gl sas ol aslas sl3dl as q__.u_...,:f_'fl

— ai JedlS gl by el e 88 Al g e g i e
d_u.,I-.:-_t.,.U:ana’}q_.._,u-;;.._gJ.!'.i n_rl'l'—""'-'l a1 - T CF SO . = L : T G 3

. i (A shal0bolilpe) canf wlsjle Sl o |y 302 lackee

:_J._.:,u_,_.__'.-lqﬁ.l.ja_,_.LfL.I_gLn._i.-_.L-:-:,.m_a_il_,:de,.l_ﬁ_'-lﬁq;i:?-'l_,,gﬂ',f;.

(Maliibinld o) ol o g L Jle s s 3o 50

;..llaE.,_...,;,HL..lL:..;,L...iljlﬂ,_'u_'.lfj__.l.,_..._.;._i_,.:.k-vl:-'..._:i‘_,__-'l:._,.;r-_,,.,j'.f.;_.:‘,i ;H@#;gdi;ﬂﬂﬂu_.u‘)ﬁglﬁ;'J'Id:'{..l.i'lqi']},ll.l

lola J|qj:_,_.-ﬂ,1t'|_1i-h;.__-|q__|'|..+;i ;&ﬂig'&;ﬂj}'ljﬂ'lwlagul L.C.r_g.-lqj'iq..:.ﬁ&lﬂ._!'_h_wi-‘__._'t_.J — l._i_h_.:a:L‘J&:_._...-;__-l-L.fuJﬂq- ib

O PPN 1 | ST yog - Y | (ad bl o) d e,




R FUP SPURSSrPPe) | P NP PRt TS N S Y BB ) B DO PR SIS SR P P Y T

Sl s ol ol s & il aly Jsilas |y ) U g Ay gt gy b 2T Sl S

[ WSy 1) ) FEEIpICO S P [ 5 BERT R SO PP O alts L e L ! P TSR U PRy W 4 Pt g
e plalf Ll e sys gte flame e e (MTALLGL158) a2 oS gl a5 5 el a8 sl caty Loy i L5 e e (50 5
FINEPRICE Sy T I (O U P U P IR PYCE §. S S P O V-E L S T P e B W ERE A A e T PP
slafr Sapias sl lafa ol e Tale Llias Lgmons sla i alys as pams ol s slamides 2 S Slge s 345 330 caa

sl




"Ii.J..r-J.l-ﬂ.ll'\-:”.ﬁ:- :‘_.E“.‘_-r“"_.':'_.l'b,.!"""' L:l_hl_y\jn.l:lis-\....._ I_r.ﬂ.rl._r'.bl...-ﬂl} ull.-lu.llluJ?’l}\fl‘]JJJIWJMJJu.LJLndePu.L

il '._,:Lui- ‘_‘:Ih [t

|"|__|.-_..1-||..-'_'| ur-]?-_l.l.u.‘l"jl.l.u.‘-

. 3 = .
:.:.._-_,fd.;.l_u_ﬂ._. ag oo s T a._n.\‘.._..'...-.,_!L.:.:J;_m. M@:;:dﬁ;ﬂgafy?alaijﬁ.n;...li:......'.i;.L-.....-l_‘uLth;...L.n:...:JJ_ ;lﬁ;}fl;i-L.,.;gbﬁv_lefj‘ﬂ:-

i._ll:,.:-l__;.___l_’-;ll.n._l_}.'l.;.l'...lj Lfllu.'llfl:..ﬂ; ﬁf—L-'_JI.!lﬂ.'h.n—.l _'llJI.-.I-.}.u ..:--l\..l..ﬁ 'H.'II::_....-J-‘.IIJ..'I- L......-I-i...'r—l.—r.—u.l }-Jn.l:l.n’a.'F— .h_'l_l'} L..l-_’J.-ﬂ.-ll..ﬁ.....- | J.u‘-urndl-h-

AT, -q:lu"i'-".n._.pl.f1d.:..ln.'.....| R CR

85| e s

-.E-Jd_;:',_ll-_-i Dot gt

Sw nL;f-ﬁ._l‘_:_'lLi L] .L.;-ﬁ.-u_-’.u.-;

. R e e r
'!':SJ‘JIJ“L"}IIJL}}“JE.ULA 232 JJI_FJ-\I‘JJ}J}L......I-&I':_’-LT-

e AR o ik 13
Tl B P P T

= s ga] = B
-.u-ldl}hu-“!_}l_‘_ni.fl:ﬂ.f-

e ,.r"‘s- J'Ig“-“"- ‘,..-'.‘I A Lr'c—"""l

e (A e, R

1=
ot P

MEL 4l Tl Oihanked

1"“""‘"¢~_{"._."‘"""""""'|'1 Jl_j:_’.l} 'JI.II.JnI-I_}}:I-.'I_,JIA.'I- IlS:.-u-ﬁ..':_L:...-.l

- ol ' - - -5 - 1 L] - -
L..l-}._;.ﬂ.b_‘_‘sdlﬂal- |;:F;&MJJPJ|..1¢.I-I_;‘_5J_EJHIIIIAFl..::_’.!l.h-...l':_;d'._‘_\_'._p:

Bl . .
l_rljl.i'-__pl- HI.L..U:ML}L-JIHJUMH.L.JJJJJJF |I~I.J|:-,_5.__yJ....'\-J.I _'l:?- i 2 4 SR :
.J..-.-lJu_"__l -\....bl...- 33 :I..—IJT.—-IA! |‘_| Il‘_ﬂf-
= I .
I.-.-.'F-L-m‘.:‘.____l
a3 a3 3.5 bl e dan pr Lot s dpb bcebo Slie g pt e | et TSk e by ct b g B a8 S3L sl S e

ke £ 40 A

;,ji._h.,_,.,u

PR el ks B . i do oz s
hﬁ#;}bwl}}wlﬂﬁyrw'llJJI#JﬂJﬂ{E&uﬁJ*{IJA’-;—Hﬁ:JIJﬁLﬂfJI_L!J_-‘!

NEY JESEIFERILTEE Y, ERCEIRR LIV P ET N ) AP PAPTTE S e

_,J..u:...Li.alﬂnln..n.r-;J,_g._,i-fL;LFaU}Jm'-L,i-lf.;.;Lf--..:L.}l_;,._a'l.uL\.;.Hn;d ;gl
L A

L L :”*J‘*-H-I-._.'"'.'..E.' :-._.'"'..lf.!-.%'-u-l,:-“h-" |

s gl s gl el i glas MLF._I-G_LD A g




l||L_T.|:-| l.;l |.1.J|

gl e glass i glasr o en Sa s sl a8 aglan el B el S S ,J;;__;L:;u.fkﬁ,_;unbju,_.;.,_;r;_,._-,ldaltj.u;
(s punles

Crimmats A8yl l..-l:iT-'.jL,.ﬂ:j.‘:_j._l._.I- ,,_,},_,JJ,____,,,_,“TJ_{_,_.,; .J._I-'l_,iu__-.JE.,_h LY | p— dﬁ_’jdilll.lu:*f;p:li.‘_'_elrl:l:‘igj1-I.:.-.-.-il_'lu-‘:uﬁ‘._l-trﬂn:—.lllj
‘I**:Tlﬂullﬂllﬂ-x.-ﬁtlﬂéﬁ

do S e et Trad Vel i s il i e s |, YA L T el =00 5 £ YA ALY LT oo i ke
PPSUPE IR PPN ) L P A THF PRSI SIS SOt e IOU i B P SRR STUP LTI i i SR ST
ol Laral So b o gl s o5 50 ey 2o o 53 ks 6l g5 aSilion iin § S0 aaa L " sl i Bl 5 ik o8 5 5 len g didomza LB y 03 53

ThalWobbn . gilen i e 548 30 phed

le&b.&.,ﬁhﬁﬁ,c_,hnbj_ﬁmdbjl.A_.:.A_hl_,i-c_,h.‘._iﬂa_,iallii—l..u_.ﬂlﬂa.ﬁ_.: l_;j[:__.L.-l._.h-l.jd.I-L-;; L-'II.'t-JL',h_jlu..:Td:u- L:...lv,{‘;ibl;s:‘h
RO PIPY L CRITe SRR 10 K PR B RIS PRCI PRCEPC P O R AP B RO ESC W R TS AT R PRAE Y P R i

""J‘LF“';"‘!'E‘LEH.;.’J,?:' ,Ju:ldiid..._g..-.-} ﬂlﬁﬁh;lﬂﬁwdﬁjlﬁ.ﬂhﬁihh}l Jﬂﬁﬁlﬁgﬂ%ﬁﬁhjld&ﬁ;ﬂ



P o] e me S il g s gl o g o s ly a5 ol il S s Wl g Lo o Sl l-';l-'-.'"_‘-"luhj'#ﬁf-'"u—'-"

sy, ES

ey las Sulgs -3

_;...,;',_#L;I.;,L,J._a.:ubﬁfjljg._u;ﬂt,_.d_,p

e dpana ool S5l A5 s 30 gl ity i g Lol il il 3 Lo e 28 5] s =T

st 5+ ol s gl 3 st ol s 951 gy 13 0350 0,8 bl Lt dmlan 313 Al ) ey e et
gy L I8 5o g S A g



